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Captaln A. T. Mahan, the historical writer, does

@ot, he asserts, share the bellef held by many of
Bis countrymen “that because fmany years hive
armed colllglon with a  great

gone by without
power, the teaching of the jast i« that none such
ean occur, and that, In fact, the weiker we are
In organized military strength the more vasy 0t s
for our opponents viell our points” In his
article In the October “Atlantie,” upon “The Tsth-
aun and Bea Power,” he dwells upon the growing
fmpurtance of the Isthmus and the sensl.
tivenesa which European nations are betraying in
pegard to the Caribbean positions 107 he saya,
*we determine that our Interest and dignity re-
quire that our rights should depend upon the will
of no other State, but upon GUr OWN power lo en-
force them, we must gird ourselves to admit thit
freedom of Interspcennic transit depends upon pre-
‘Omluuco in a maritime reglon—the Caribbean
Bea—through which pas=s all the approaches to the
Isthmus, Control of a maritime reglon is Insared
primarily by a navy. secondarlly by positions,
suitably chosen and spaced, one from the other,
upon which, as buses, the navy rests and from
which It can exert Its strength. At present the
positions of the Caribbean are ovcuplied by foreign
powers; nor may we, however disposed 1o acijulisl-
tion, obtaln them by means other than righteous,
but a distinet advance will have been made
public opinfon is convineed that we need
and should not exert our utmost ingenuity 1o dodee
them when flung at our head . Our own Im-
punity has resulted, not from our weakness, bhut
from the unimportance to our rivals of the polnts
fn dispute, compared with their fnore immediate
foterests at home. With the changes consequent
upon the canal this indifference will diminish.”
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